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        Sermon Notes (“Pray Like You Mean It”)

PRAY.   
· This last week, while I was driving home, I came up next to really souped-up Chevy Monte Carlo at a stop light. It was raised with gaudy hub caps. Rap music. Chug-chug on the loud engine. And had two pretty rough looking characters in the front seat.

· On the back was one of the “In God We Trust” Indiana license plates. BUT, someone had sprayed red paint over the “In God We Trust” part. Our national motto, by the way.

· I felt some resentment stir inside and rolled my eyes, and was thinking, “Wow they must have a real animosity for God to go to all that trouble.” 
· Then I felt like the Holy Spirit said to me, “Pray for them.” It hit me off guard because it was the exact opposite of where my emotions were going. So, I stopped my thoughts, and began to pray for the Presence of God to come over them. For their hearts to be softened to receive God; and for the Holy Spirit to bring encounters of the Kingdom into their lives. Then, they drove off.
· Now what was the point of that? Why did God want me to pray like that? Those men never heard my prayers. But God did.

· I believe the Lord had me do that because prayer brings the real power of God into any situation. And ALL of us are called to invite God’s presence and power to come like this all the time. 
· In your homes, your workplace, families, friends. Every part of your life. Whether you see yourself as an intercessor or not, EVERY believer is called to invite/call Jesus to show up, to reign in every part of your life. 
· When we don’t to do this, we allow ourselves and our loved ones to become vulnerable to attacks from the enemy.

· Samuel Chadwick was an on-fire Methodist pastor in the 19th century. He knew the power prayer has:
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“The one concern of the devil is to keep Christians from praying. He fears nothing from prayerless studies, prayerless work, prayerless religion. He laughs at our toil, mocks our wisdom, but trembles when we pray.”

Samuel Chadwick 

· Prayer is THE main spiritual gun in the Kingdom, and the Bible are the bullets. 

· God has made creation so that our prayers help bring about—literally into reality—the very things we pray for. Declarative prayer brings the manifestation of the blessings we all want.

· Think of it like this. [USE CORDS and lamp]: Prayer is like two cords connecting; the power flows and God’s light or power comes. And that’s what changes things. Miracles, provision, relationships healed; bodies fixed, jobs, joy and love; peace.

· THE way to engage; to connect to the Kingdom is with prayer. You may know this in your mind, but are you willing to live it?
· This is critical. I think Matt quoted my favorite phrase about talk versus belief: “People may not always live what they say, but they’ll always live what they believe.”

· If you really believe prayer makes a difference, you’ll pray. If you don’t, you won’t. Now, I know, sometimes, we get out of the habit of praying. Or we get discouraged or even mad at God, and stop praying. I get that. 
· But, THAT’s the time when it’s MOST important to pray. When you’re weak or mad or discouraged. That’s when Satan most wants you NOT to pray.
· If we choose not to pray [disconnect cords], this is what happens. Darkness. Then in the darkness of our lives, we complain, “Hey, it’s dark! Where are you?! Don’t You care, God?”
· Sometimes, in his love for us, God blinks the lights to persuade us to start praying again. And every time we do, the power of the Kingdom flows. Every single time! Even if we don’t immediately see or feel the results.
· Prayer is THE way for to call on the Lord, to WAIT, to listen; and to declare as best we know how what we sense God is doing.
· Prayer is deeply personal and very powerful. It’s essential for ALL Christians. It’s every believer’s lifeline to God. Finney said:
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“Prayer bathes the soul to an atmosphere of the Divine Presence.”

Charles Finney

· Prayer brings the comfort of God to refresh us. To cleanse us, to lift the heaviness. Prayer is our cell phone to Jesus.

· Now in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus talked about prayer. The disciples even asked Jesus how to pray. Now I don’t think this is the first time the disciples ever heard about or even practiced prayer. 
· BUT, with Jesus rocking their world about the meaning of the commandments and loving your enemies in this Sermon. They probably thought, “Jesus, just about everything we’ve been taught by the Pharisees and priests, according to You, has been wrong. So we figure, their long, religious sounding prayers are probably wrong too. [examples] And we’re probably not doing it right either. So, how should we pray in YOUR Kingdom? What’s the right guide?

· That’s when Jesus said this:
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 “This, then, is how you should pray:

‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us today our daily bread. 12 Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’
14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”
Matthew 6:9-15
· When Jesus gave us the Lord’s Prayer, he never meant for it to be the only prayer we pray. Nor did He mean for it to be some meaningless, repeated ritual. That’s what Jesus condemned in the Pharisees. 
· He gave us a roadmap. Things we should understand about who we are and what to pray about. Today I felt led to make this very personal each of you. To apply the deeper power of this prayer.

· To do that, I’m going to take some liberties, and elaborate on the Spirit behind each part. What this oft said prayer really means.

· I know its written in plural form; we all get that community idea. But for our purposes today, I’m going to personalize to singular form. To YOU individually. My motive is to illumine the power and impact for you. TO connect the power cords, so the power lights up for you.
· In doing that, I’m asking the Holy Spirit to bless you, and change you. Satan won’t like that. Here we go:
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[My] Father in heaven, holy is your Name.
· God is MY Father.
· I am God’s son/daughter. 

· God is the Owner of everything; I am not.

· God gives me holiness and goodness.

· I give my highest affection to God. 
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[May] Your Kingdom come [to me];

[May] Your will be done [in me] on earth as it is in heaven.

FIRST request = The Kingdom to be present and experienced NOW and in heaven.

Kingdom = Rule & reign of God.

Kingdom = Relationship with Jesus. 

Kingdom = Healings of hearts and bodies.

Kingdom = Power to change for the better.

· The coming of the Kingdom is the first request in this prayer. It’s first because it’s the most important! The Kingdom brings intimacy with Jesus; forgiveness of sin; healing of our weary hearts.
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Give us today our daily bread.
· God, may you provide all the money and resources I need. 

· I trust you for that.
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Forgive [me my] sins; the same way I forgive people who sin against me.

· Forgive me every sin I have done.

· Like you did Jesus, I choose to forgive people who sin against me.

· I give up my right for justice to God.
· I trust you Jesus to deal with the person who hurt me.

· I give you the wounding; I receive your healing.

· Please don’t take this part of the Lord’s Prayer lightly. I find it fascinating that right after the prayer portion of Jesus’ teaching, there’s this:
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For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Matthew 6:14-15

· Jesus is giving us a choice. And he’s linking your rescue, your healing, your forgiveness to whether or not you will forgive. Make the choice, apart from your emotions, to forgive: so that God will forgive you.

· Or, choose to hold on to the bitterness; the hurt; the anger; and replay all the bad memories: God will not forgive YOUR sins either. That’s the choice Jesus gives here.
· Who do you need to forgive? Ask Jesus to help you do it. Even if you do it out of sheer obedience; fighting every urge not to, Do it! I know from experience how hard it can be; but it is Satan trying to keep you from forgiving. The command of Jesus: Forgive.

· There’s one final part of the Lord’s Prayer. It’s all about the defeat of Satan. A declaration of Jesus’ victory and a call for the power of God to destroy any residue of the kingdom of darkness leftover in us or attacking us from outside.
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And lead [me] not into temptation, but deliver [me] from the evil one.

· Rescue me when Satan tries to lure me away from you Jesus. And may I warn others who are in danger. Remove and kill anything in me hooked with my old, dead nature, before I trusted you Jesus. Set me free from any chains of the devil.

· AMEN. I want us to pray together with this more personal version of the Lord’s Prayer. As we do, may the power of the Spirit of God fill your heart. May we connect with the power of God. May we pray:
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My Father in heaven; Holy is your Name.

May your Kingdom come in Me, as it is in heaven.

Give me today everything I need: Food, shelter, money.

Forgive me for my sins against You; I forgive everyone who has sinned against me.

Lead me away from temptation; deliver me from the evil one.

For yours is the Kingdom, the power and the glory. AMEN.

Offer ministry time.
